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Expect the Unexpected!

Answered Prayer
These past two months our newsletter has mentioned “The Prayer
Spot”, not only as an event but as one that needed your prayers.
With praise in our hearts we are able to once again inform you that
God is using this event to bring his word of grace and love into our
community!
It has always been God’s Prayer Spot and Word of Life Lutheran
was called to organize it. This year we realized we needed additional help and our need was abundantly provided for. The request for
help resulted in assistance from 13 people coming from these
churches – Change Point, Hillside O’Malley Seventh Day Adventist,
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic, The Church at Clam Gulch, and
Word of Life Lutheran – a community of believers! A special “Thank
You” to Vine and Branches Bookstore for their donations, and to
Klondike Advertising for their continued help with ordering
supplies.
As people walked by our booth some would stop to read the prayers that had been posted and in doing so you could see their eyes
light up as they created their own prayers. Altogether there were
109 written requests which could be grouped as follows: 5 praise
and thanksgiving; 21 for Nation, Leaders, the World and other Nations; 11 personal issues and needs of the writer; 72 for others to be
restored in health, relationships, freedom from abuse (alcohol,
physical) and deceased friends and family.
A real joy, which energizes us through the day, is interacting with
the children. Some are timid, others are very talkative but they all

leave with smiles on their faces as they
carry off a small bag containing a pencil,
a Bible story booklet, and a Frisbee.
With God’s guidance we will continue
as a “community of believers” to host
The Prayer Spot.

Worship Texts for August
Date

1st Reading

Aug. 13

Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost
Tenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Aug.20
Aug. 27

Aug. 6

Isaiah 55:1-5

Psalm
Psalm 136: 1-9
(23-26)

2nd Reading

Gospel

Romans 9:1-13

Matthew 14:13-21

Job 38:4-18

Psalm 18:1-16

Romans 10:5-17

Matthew 14:22-33

Eleventh Sunday
after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Psalm 67

Rom. 11:1-2a, 13-15,
28-32

Matthew 15:21-28

Twelfth Sunday
after Pentecost

Isaiah 51:1-6

Psalm 138

Romans 11:33-12:8

Matthew 16:13-20
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Answer to Prayer
Pastor Emile Nkurunziza is a pastor in Burundi within the ELCB (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Burundi).
Our January 2015 LOGOS contained and article about Pastor Emile which explained that he was one of 7
pastors in the ELCB and was the only one with a formal seminary education.
Recently Pastor Emile reached out to his friends in the USA asking for assistance as it is difficult to
support his family on the salaries received from the church and from his teaching position in a school.
“The situation in Burundi has deteriorated significantly since last year. The political situation is not
good so the world community is responding by withholding aid in an effort to force a change in leadership. So far all it is doing is causing an inflationary jump in food prices...in some situations as much as
400%....and hurting the people. Pastor Emile and his family are suffering but still faithfully serving his
flock. He remains the only seminary trained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Burundi...but
they now have 5 lay pastors ordained by the Lutheran Bishop in Rwanda...and 7 congregations! Sadly, in
the US Lutheran world, Rwanda and Tanzania get all the aid, Burundi is mostly forgotten. “
Pastor Jeff Linman, First Lutheran Church, Monmouth, IL

Pastor Beverly Short and Pastor Jeff Linman have visited Burundi and met Pastor Emile. With first-hand
stories from Pastor Bev, in a way we feel like we know him. We have been blest in so many ways as a
congregation and are now accepting the opportunity to assist Pastor Emile and his family on a regular
basis. We pray for answers to prayers but we can also pray that we will be the answer to prayers.

Sunday - August 6th
Potluck meal at 5:00pm
Communion Service at 6:00pm
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Word of Life Core Values






Jesus is Lord.
Jesus is our guide.
Forgiveness of sin leads to
healing.
Prayer changes things.
Faith is God’s gracious gift
that saves.

Adj. - dignified

Adj. - esteemed

Noun - eighth month of
the year, in the northern
hemisphere usually considered the last month of
summer
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